
Contact Us Now: 512-480-5618

AUGUST 26, 2019

Energy – the Big Picture
By John McFarland

I recently heard a presentation by Dr. Scott Tinker, head of the Bureau of Economic Geology at

the University of Texas. He is the founder of the Switch Energy Alliance, about which I’ve

written before. Switch Energy Alliance is “a 501(c)(3) dedicated to inspiring an energy-educated

future that is objective, nonpartisan, and sensible.” It produced a documentary called Switch,

and is working on another called Switch On. Switch can be viewed and downloaded on SEA’s

website.

A premise of Dr. Tinker’s work is that rational decisions about energy and CO2 emissions and

global warming can’t be made without understanding the role of energy in the world and the

challenges facing efforts to wean ourselves of fossil fuels.

Here are just a few of the powerpoint slides from Dr. Tinker’s presentation (click on image to

enlarge):
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Sources and uses of energy in the US. Note the huge amount of “rejected energy” – wasted

energy:

Global sources of energy:

A look at electricity. Electricity generation by region (note Asia Pacific):

Use of coal to generate electricity. Note again Asia Pacific region:
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Electricity generation in the US:

Sources of energy consumed in the US:

Oil and Gas reserves in the US:

CO2 emissions by region:
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Electricity use by region. Note that electricity consumed by the IT sector now is greater than

Russia or Japan:

Auto sales across the world.  Note China’s demand.

The challenges of meeting goals for reducing CO2 emissions are huge. Carbon has driven the

modernization of the world because of its efficiency in providing energy to power cars, factories

and generating plants. Replacing carbon as the principal source of energy is the challenge of

our lifetime. Watching Switch and hearing Scott Tinker’s presentation should be required of

every member of Congress.

Posted in: Energy and the Environment

Comments are closed.

« Previous | Home | Next »

Energy - the Big Picture — Oil and Gas Lawyer Blog — August 26, 2019 https://www.oilandgaslawyerblog.com/energy-the-big-picture/

4 of 5 10/31/2019, 3:25 PM



Graves, Dougherty, Hearon & Moody, P.C.

401 Congress Avenue, Suite 2700

Austin, Texas 78701

Phone: 512-480-5618

This Blog/Web Site is made available for educational purposes only as well as to give

general information and a general understanding of the law, not to provide specific legal

advice. By using this blog site you understand that there is no attorney client relationship

between you and the publisher. The Blog/Web Site should not be used as a substitute for

competent legal advice from a licensed professional attorney in your state.

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

Copyright © 2015 – 2019, John McFarland

JUSTIA Law Firm Blog Design

Energy - the Big Picture — Oil and Gas Lawyer Blog — August 26, 2019 https://www.oilandgaslawyerblog.com/energy-the-big-picture/

5 of 5 10/31/2019, 3:25 PM


